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Online, EU: The SHERPA project continues pace online under restrictions posed by the Covid-19, with 

a virtual Consortium meeting hosted on 27 April 2020, gathering over 50 participants. 

In spite of the situation developing across Europe and the world, SHERPA partners have shown true 

commitment to the objectives and milestones of the project. The Consortium meeting provided updates 

on the progress on the work packages of the project. During the first 7 months of the project, more 

than 15 deliverables have been finalised and future ones are being developed. 

Yet the situation has set a drawback for the most important feature of the project: the Multi-Actor 

Platforms (MAPs). The 20 MAPs set up across Europe at the beginning of the year were to commence 

their physical meetings during this period in order to engage in discussions with science, society and 

policy actors. Their planned activities have been cut short, nevertheless the MAPs have adapted to the 

new conditions, by sharing expertise, examples of good practices and continuous efforts to ensure 

stakeholder engagement through online meetings and calls.  

MAPs are looking to start discussions on the long-term vision for their rural areas looking to 2040. Their 

input will be crucial for the development of the SHERPA Position Paper that can contribute to the 

ongoing work of the European Commission on the same topic.  

Present at the meeting, Alexia Rouby, Policy Officer at DG AGRI, highlighted the importance of the 

Project in the process of developing and EU long-term vision for rural areas. 

“SHERPA has a real opportunity to be ahead in the process, to be frontrunners in 

these discussions. You are piloting a bit this conversation that is going to be 

established with rural communities, and the results matter to us.”  

Alexia Rouby, DG AGRI 

She continued by praising the process and methodology developed by SHERPA to engage actors from 

science-society-policy in rural interfaces that can contribute to the future EU rural policy.  

Since the beginning of 2020, SHERPA has piloted the methodology in three selected MAPs from different 

European countries to develop the first SHERPA position papers. The meeting today helped exchange 

and propose improvements for the next round of discussions that will lead to a SHERPA Position Paper 

on the topic of EU vision for rural areas. 

What is next? 

MAPs will start discussions at the beginning of next month on the long-term vision for rural areas. Their 

Position Papers are expected by the end of the summer. A final SHERPA Position Paper on the EU long-

term vision for rural areas will be formulated and presented at the Annual Conference to be held on 1-

2 December 2020.  

Notes to the editors: 

 For more information on the project and the partners, please visit 

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/225217/factsheet/en  
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/225217/factsheet/en
mailto:rsa@aeidl.eu

