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Contribution to the 
Policy Process at Local Level

David Miller, Kate Irvine, Susan Cooksley

(MAP Facilitators and Monitors)

MAPs overview
• Rural Scotland – rural areas, Scotland-wide 

• Dee Catchment – focus on water catchment in north-east Scotland
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Informing Local/Regional Policy 
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• Principal purposes of the Multi-Actor Platforms 

• forums for exchanges of ideas, co-learning and co-creating knowledge

• engage citizens, researchers and policy-makers at local and EU levels in debates

• jointly develop strategic thinking and practical recommendations for the 
formulation of modern rural policies and research agendas

• Mechanism in UK MAPs: Process and 

outputs from co-authoring Discussion and 

Position Papers

Feedback from MAP member

“This is very helpful for our thinking on where CNPA 
can contribute most effectively to tackling the 

climate emergency.”
[CNPA = Cairngorms National Park Authority]

UK MAP Discussion/ Position 
Papers
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Contribution to Process:
Sharing Understanding
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• Inform deliberations and creation of plans

• Example, investment in natural capital -
peatland restoration

• Questions of policy teams … 

How much GHG emissions 
reduced by peatland state?

(Source: Artz et al., 2013)

How long to reduce GHG 
emissions?

(Source: Defra, 2021, adapted from RSPB)

Where is greatest 
return?

Example key messages to policy:

• Design measures that account 
for geographic variation in 
magnitude and rates of 
reducing GHGs

• Facilitate different approaches 
(e.g. by businesses, NGO, 
communities)

Role of UK SHERPA MAPs:

• Forum to share knowledge, 
identify barriers to uptake 
(social, economic, physical)

Example of evidence identified 
for inclusion in Position Paper

https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/media/1501/research_summary_potential_abatement_from_peatland_restoration.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1010786/england-peat-action-plan.pdf
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Online Panel Sessions

Public Display, Green Zone

• Co-designing events at 

COP26, application, stand 

and online forums

Public Policy Deliberations

Issue:

• Climate neutral by 2045*, 

the role of rural areas
*Scottish Government target

• Members of MAPs from 

public agencies, local 

authorities, NGOs, all 

producing Climate Action 

Plans to net zero
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Informing Policy and Action 
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Issue:

• Mental health and 
wellbeing of rural 
people 

• MAP member, Jim 
Hume, Convenor, 
National Rural Mental 
Health Forum

SHERPA Stand, COP26 
Green Zone

Implementing Policy Measure

• Citing SHERPA in presentation to Scottish 
Parliament Cross-party Group on Rural Policy

Jim Hume, National 
Rural Mental Health 

Forum

Roles of UK SHERPA MAPs:

• Mechanisms to exchange evidence, and share 
understanding of issue widely experienced but 
often not seen; ‘join up’ policy measures

Administered by Support in Mind Scotland
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Supporting Inputs to Policy of MAP Members

Issue: Managing soil carbon and recreating carbon sinks

National Trust for 
Scotland, in COP26 
Blue Zone, UNFCC 
Peatlands Pavilion

Roles of UK SHERPA MAPs:

• Provide one in a portfolio of means 
of members engaging with policy at 
multiple levels (local to international)
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MAP Members Contributing 
to Implementing Policy 

 Linking scientific 
evidence with on-the-
ground experience 
and actions

• Restored 2km of river 
channel to reduce 
flood risk and create 
benefits for nature

Issue: Tackling the climate emergency
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