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SHERPA
Conference 2023
Save the date for the third edition of the SHERPA
Conference. The event will take place on 31 January and 1
February, in Montpellier (France).
Read more

SHERPA NEWS
How was the SHERPA
Consortium meeting?
On 13 and 14 June 2022, SHERPA partners
met in Brussels for the Consortium
meeting to take stock of the progress

achieved until now and discuss the next
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entering the last phase of its lifespan. As
it was the first in-person meeting since
the pandemic, we asked colleagues about
their thoughts and insights on the last
phase of the project.
Check it out!

EU MAP kicks off third cycle
of SHERPA
Less than 15 months left of the project, the
members of the EU Multi-Actor Platform
(EU MAP) met in a hybrid format on 7 July
2022 to discuss the start of the third cycle.
Experts from civil society, policy and
research fields talked about what worked
well during the previous cycles and what
actions are needed to improve the
process for the future.
Read more

New topics available on the
SHERPA Repository
With the publication of the latest SHERPA
Discussion Papers, the AUA team have
made available on the SHERPA repository
research findings, project results and
outcomes related to the four topics of
‘Social dimension’, ‘Digitalisation’, ‘Climate
change and land use’ and ‘Sustainable
and resilient value chains’. Browse
through over 200 projects related to these
four topics.
Check it out!

MAPS IN FOCUS
The future of rural lies in

the hands
of women
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The Galician MAP has shown throughout
these years the difficulties encountered
by women who decided to stay in rural
areas. Their historical role in households
is the main problem since it is an element
that fuels depopulation. In this
blog, colleagues from the Galician MAP
point out the reasons and solutions to
overcome this gender-focused
emigration.
Read more

Aragón's commitment to
revitalise its rural areas
The Aragón MAP has revised the
preliminary bill on the revitalisation of
rural areas in Aragón (Spain), approved in
April 2022. This legal norm includes a
mechanism to guarantee the minimum
basic services and equal opportunities;
and an appropriate inter-institutional
governance to achieve coordinated
public action in the different rural
territorial realities.
Read more

Belgian MAP through the
eyes of a non-Belgian
Language constraints and lack of
knowledge of the rural context of Belgium
did not stop Giulia Martino from coanimating a Multi-Actor Platform in
Wallonia. This MAP focuses on the social
dimension of the Belgium rural areas,
particularly regarding well-being. But
what does well-being mean for rural
communities of Wallonia and how can it
be measured?
Read more

Portuguese MAPs working
on rural priorities
The three SHERPA Multi-Actor Platforms
from Portugal, coordinated by CONSULAI,
hosted their first meetings during the
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discussions on the topics and issues thatTranslate
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the platforms will cover for the remaining
year. The MAP Alqueva will focus on
Climate change and land use; the MAP
Centro, on Digitalisation; and the MAP
Southwest Alentejo, on Social dimension.
Read more

EUROPEAN NEWS
Rural Pact: Call for tender
launched
The European Commission has launched
a call for tenders for setting up and
managing a ‘Support Office’ that will
assist in facilitating the Rural Pact. Its
tasks will focus on interacting with the
Rural Pact community, evaluating their
needs and supporting the work of the
community as a whole. The last day to
submit your application is 21 September
2022.
Read more

Rural areas' potential for
reneawable energy
With the current context, there is an
increasing pressure and urgency to
secure other sources of energy, and rural
areas have the potential to manage this
transition. According to the OECD,
already today rural regions produce 63%
of renewable energy, but it could be
higher. These regions could be the
primary beneficiaries of the transition as
investments in renewable energy projects
create new economic opportunities.
Read more
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The European Network for Rural
Development published a
brochure highlighting 12 examples of
projects led or implemented by young
people in rural areas. The role of this
generation to provide ideas, inspiration
and energy to imagine, create and grasp
opportunities for stronger, more
connected, resilient and prosperous rural
areas is crucial.
Read more

The CAP turns 60
The rural community will remember 2022
as the 60th anniversary of the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP), one of the
cornerstones of the European Union that
has provided citizens with a wide variety
of high-quality food. Since its inception in
1962, the policy has evolved due to the
new global challenges and the recent
crisis. Read more about its history and
have a look at the SHERPA tool for EU
programming, overviewing the progress of
the CAP Strategic Plans.
Read more

A framework for rural
proofing
The European Network for Rural
Development (ENRD) published a
document identifying the actions that
must be undertaken in order to ensure
that all relevant policies beyond rural
development are aligned with rural needs
and realities. The aim of the document is
to support policy-makers and all
stakeholders involved in designing or
implementing rural proofing mechanisms.
Read more

Spain's commitment to
support rural women
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The role of women has changed in the last
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decade and now it is essential to face the
future of rural areas. To have an overview

of their situation, the Spanish Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food published
a study, the second of its kind. The
document outlined that women and youth
are priorities for the government,
alongside support for innovation,
digitalisation, connectivity and irrigation.
Read more

OECD: Agricultural policy
monitoring and evaluation
The OECD published its annual report
monitoring and evaluating the
agricultural policies in 54 countries. The
report found that the continued rise in
agricultural support has been slower than
sector growth in recent years, but has
been driven to record highs mainly by
temporary factors. It also focuses on the
potential for agriculture and agricultural
policies to contribute to climate change
mitigation.
Read more

OTHER H2020 PROJECTS

GRANULAR
project
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about to

start

MOVING: Sustainable EU
food system contribution

The new Horizon Europe-funded project,

The Horizon 2020 project provided

led by CIHEAM-IAMM, is expected to start
its activities in October 2022. GRANULAR
(Giving Rural Actors Novel data and reUseable tools to Lead public Action in

feedback to the EU public consultation
on the Sustainable EU food system. The
project’s contribution focused on
recommendations to support the
development of sustainable food systems

Rural areas) aims to generate new insights
to characterise rural diversity based on a
multi-actor and interdisciplinary
approach.
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solutions in mountain areas by promoting
sustainable practices and production
models.

Read more

Read more

EVENTS

12-15 Sep. 2022

European Rural Parliament

Kielce, Poland

12-16 Sep. 2022

European Rural Development Network:

Mielno, Poland

20th anniversary

17 Sep. 2022

European Day of Sustainable

Online

19-23 Sep. 2022

Communities

Rural Futures Summer School

Oeversee, Germany

20 Sep. 2022
Brussels, Belgium

26-28 Sep. 2022

Montana174 Conference: How to foster the
effective uptake of Cohesion Policy funds
in mountain areas?

SmartAgriHubs Final Event

Lisbon, Portugal

28-30 Sep. 2022

OECD Rural Development Conference

Ballyconnel, Ireland

28-29 Sep. 2022

European Research and Innovation Days
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6 Oct. 2022

EU CAP Network Launch Event

Brussels, Belgium

13 Oct. 2022

ENRD Thematic Group on Landscape

Online

Features and Biodiversity

19-21 Oct. 2022
Saignelégier, Switzerland

8 Nov. 2022

Forum Origin, Diversity and territories
2022

MOVING EU MAP webinar | European
Quality schemes: the added value for

Online

mountain value chains
15-16 Nov. 2022

Advancing gender equality in rural areas

Andolsheim, France

in the EU

31 Jan.-1 Feb. 2023

SHERPA Conference 2023 | Save the date!

Montpellier, France

SHERPA receives funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No. 862448.
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