
The Southwestern Bulgaria MAP operates in the Southwest regions of Bulgaria, with aThe Southwestern Bulgaria MAP operates in the Southwest regions of Bulgaria, with a
particular focus on rural areas within the region.particular focus on rural areas within the region.  

The regional population is over 2 million with over 80% of the population living in urbanThe regional population is over 2 million with over 80% of the population living in urban
areas, however the significant majority of these urban areas can be classified as weak orareas, however the significant majority of these urban areas can be classified as weak or
medium urbanised, with only 5.8% being highly urbanised areas. In the region, the ratio ofmedium urbanised, with only 5.8% being highly urbanised areas. In the region, the ratio of
industrial and agricultural production is 85:15,with good conditions and infrastructure in theindustrial and agricultural production is 85:15,with good conditions and infrastructure in the
region for future economic development. Communities in the region have established Localregion for future economic development. Communities in the region have established Local
Action Groups (LAGs) as part of the LEADER approach to develop communities in the regionAction Groups (LAGs) as part of the LEADER approach to develop communities in the region
as part of the CAPas part of the CAP..  

SOUTHWESTERN BULGARIA MAPSOUTHWESTERN BULGARIA MAP




Decentralise territorial planning andDecentralise territorial planning and
rural policy implementation to increaserural policy implementation to increase
engagement of rural stakeholders.engagement of rural stakeholders.  

Digitise administrative services andDigitise administrative services and
governance to improve, broaden, andgovernance to improve, broaden, and
integrate communities and stakeholdersintegrate communities and stakeholders
throughout rural governance processes.throughout rural governance processes.  

Increase the focus on socialIncrease the focus on social
infrastructures in rural areas to achieveinfrastructures in rural areas to achieve
better welfare and well-being.better welfare and well-being.

Decentralise Pillar II of the agriculturalDecentralise Pillar II of the agricultural
policy into an integrated policypolicy into an integrated policy
approach for rural areas.approach for rural areas.  

Assessment of good governance andAssessment of good governance and
governing performance in rural areas ofgoverning performance in rural areas of
the EU.the EU.

Creation of the methodologicalCreation of the methodological
approach to governance andapproach to governance and
elaboration of framework to collectelaboration of framework to collect
data and indicators.data and indicators.

Establishment of successful andEstablishment of successful and
workable models of governing in ruralworkable models of governing in rural
areas.areas.

Study on the state of the human capitalStudy on the state of the human capital
and overcoming regional imbalances.and overcoming regional imbalances.  

Development of integrated strategiesDevelopment of integrated strategies
based on Smart Cities and Smartbased on Smart Cities and Smart
Villages conceptionsVillages conceptions





















GOVERNANCE INGOVERNANCE IN
RURAL AREASRURAL AREAS  

GOVERNANCE INGOVERNANCE IN
RURAL AREASRURAL AREAS  

RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS

Future rural policyFuture rural policy Future rural researchFuture rural research



















EXAMPLE OF GOOD PRACTICEEXAMPLE OF GOOD PRACTICE

ABV is a Bulgarian NGO that provide opportunities for theABV is a Bulgarian NGO that provide opportunities for the
development of Bulgarian villages, within Bulgaria anddevelopment of Bulgarian villages, within Bulgaria and
abroad. They carry out activities such as attractingabroad. They carry out activities such as attracting
investment in villages, and improving local, decentralisedinvestment in villages, and improving local, decentralised
governance, while also working on legislative initiativesgovernance, while also working on legislative initiatives
concerning agriculture and regional development, supportingconcerning agriculture and regional development, supporting
the development of rural tourism, and stimulating the processthe development of rural tourism, and stimulating the process
of migration to the villages.of migration to the villages.

Association of Bulgarian Villages (ABV)Association of Bulgarian Villages (ABV)

The rural areas in the SouthwesternThe rural areas in the Southwestern
region of Bulargia are open-minded toregion of Bulargia are open-minded to
starting and engaging in discussionsstarting and engaging in discussions
related to governance.related to governance.

Small rural settlement are adoptingSmall rural settlement are adopting
flexible solutions, outside of theflexible solutions, outside of the
legislative framework, to meet the needslegislative framework, to meet the needs
of the communities.of the communities.

There is a working infrastructure ofThere is a working infrastructure of
community centres in rural areas thatcommunity centres in rural areas that
serve as common-use, multi-purposeserve as common-use, multi-purpose
spaces that foster a sense ofspaces that foster a sense of
community.community.

There are a multitude of examples ofThere are a multitude of examples of
local actors, such as NGOs, municipallocal actors, such as NGOs, municipal
government initiatives, and local groupsgovernment initiatives, and local groups
(both in person and online) that are(both in person and online) that are
positively transforming villages andpositively transforming villages and
rural areas.rural areas.  

Greater social infrastructure is neededGreater social infrastructure is needed
to increase social comfort andto increase social comfort and
promote economic activitty, such aspromote economic activitty, such as
increased infrastructure of schools,increased infrastructure of schools,
parks, hospitals, etc.parks, hospitals, etc.

Increasing investment in skills,Increasing investment in skills,
education, training, and socialeducation, training, and social
inclusion is important to improveinclusion is important to improve
productivity and generating long-termproductivity and generating long-term
inclusive growth.inclusive growth.

To refocus policies and efforts onTo refocus policies and efforts on
limiting regional dispartities, mainlylimiting regional dispartities, mainly
through decentralisation.through decentralisation.  

Active inclusion and targeted supportActive inclusion and targeted support
for vulnerable groups, including Roma,for vulnerable groups, including Roma,
and to improve the access and qualityand to improve the access and quality
of integrated social and healthof integrated social and health
services, paying due attention toservices, paying due attention to
geographical differences.geographical differences.
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KEY STRENGTHSKEY STRENGTHS KEY NEEDSKEY NEEDS  











 
















